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Idea of the vastness of the area concerned. Trans-
ferring them to countries with which we are more
familiar, we may say that the disturbed area was only
a little less than half the size of Europe ; the region
in which serious damage occurred to masonry was
more than twice as large as the whole of Great
Britain; while, if the centre of the epicentral tract had
been In Birmingham, nearly every brick and stone
building between York and Exeter would have been
levelled with the ground.

NATURE  OF  THE  SHOCK.

Few and" slight were the forerunners of the greatest
of modern earthquakes. Early in June, faint tremors
were felt by sensitive persons at Shillong. Others at
the same place heard a rumbling sound for ten or
fifteen seconds before the shock began, and at Silchar
birds were seen to rise suddenly from trees before the
movement became sensible to man. Except for these
almost imperceptible warnings, the earthquake broke
abruptly over the whole district.

"At 5.15," writes one observer at Shillong, "a
deep rumbling sound, like near thunder commenced,
apparently coming from the south or south-west.
. . . The rumbling preceded the shock by about two
seconds . . . and the shock reached its maximum
violence almost at once, in the course of the first
two or three seconds. The ground began to rock
violently, and in a few seconds it was Impossible to
stand upright, and I had to sit down suddenly on the
road. The shock was of considerable duration, and
maintained roughly the same amount of violence from
the beginning to the end. It produced a very distinct